ARTFUL DESIGN

INTERIOR DESIGNER KIM RADOVICH
DRAWS ON HER BACKGROUND IN ART

BY HEATHER BRYCE

nterior desigrer Kim Radovich says “As 1 kid your fmily

decides who you are. | was the artist in the family" As such,

she was sent 1o the School of Arc and Desdgn in Manharun.
Afrerwards she arended the Arr Smdents League, the School
of Visual Ares and finally Parsons, where she sudsed interior
design, Hier background in ant Sinforms everythingg | do, | alio
have an appreciation for the decorative arts and all sorts of
architecture)”

She cut her tocth i imterior deign on Long Wland’ “Gold
where she worked on many an ol manor house. “My
aving an ald dearager fram being tosn dovwen, They
were built with so much thought and artention 1o detail. If you
have an understanding [of thess places] its & wonderfil reference
o bring with you 1o pew spaces™

Roadorich, who b President-clest of the ASID New York Meero
Chapter, is based in Huntingon Bay, but works exterively in
the ciey, Florida and the Hanprom. Baide reidential daign, she
s equally prolifie with commereial projecss — feom low afficss 1
spas — where her work is slock and contemparary.

The designer is nothing if not a perfectionist. Befre she does any
decoraring she firss sees that all finithes are up to par fram floars
to wall surfaces to moldings, whose profiles muss be “ample and
clea anpos tell you how many times | have o bring sy
cwn people in to fix walls that asen prepared propeehy”

Her nient step is space planig, Heres where she determines
sowe 2 Family ravigates the house wo that the space fows properly
and rhe fisrninare is the correce seale. [t s slen the srage ar which
she helps her clients “find their sestheric”

For an empty est couple who moved fram Cold Spring Harbar
to a year-round house in Southampeon, she faced "a bit of a
her 10 incorparse same of their
traditional furnishings while making the feel of the bome modern.

“The kitchen i 3 perfict example of where | had to haror their
amthetic. bstead of that chic Hamptons mosdern boak, it was
more country, 3 lirtle French” All the better for displaying the
ownen' collection of dohes.

For the wide's vanity Radovich switched out ios sill skirc and
had it redressed in 3 more contemporary linen with tailored
dnessmaker’s pleats. "It siill fensinine]” she says. "but not Fou
frou.™

“The dining table b not what | would have chosen for the space.
bt the clicnt had had it made and Joved it)" s Radenich.
The deiigner’s solution was to cuntomize the dining chain. The
legs warked with the ables wood while the chairs were filly
uphalscered in a tramsitional stybe exceps for a skirs thas acted as
"3 nod to the traditional”




A Bit of French Country Flair

“Wallcoverings complete
the space much more
effectively than
paint by adding
texture or pattern.”
-Kim Radovich

’“ g I Built:ins Display A Fine wﬁw
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The upholstery was made of ivory Crypton®, a
resilient indoor/outdoor fabric that Radovich uses
a lot, especially when working with young families
with children. “If your palette is ivory or white, with
all these new fabrics the world is your oyster.”

She is also a big fan of wallcoverings. “The moment
you install it half the decorating is done for you,” she
says. “It completes the space much more effectively
than paint by adding texture or pattern. As soon as
the wall covering is up, before even the window
treatments are up, the space feels cozier. It feels like
home”

One place Radovich enjoys going bold with wall
coverings is in powder rooms “where you can have
fun,” she says. “You can create a wow space that puts
a smile on your guests’ faces.”

In the Southampton house she used a large urchin-
like pattern in the powder room, by Celerie Kemble
for Shumacher, breaking an old rule against large
patterns in small spaces. “Lots of rules can be broken,
as long as you know how to.”

In the same house, there were rooms where she
employed a “feature wall,” usually a wall behind the
bed. In one room, she installed a navy blue raffia wall.
“It was very dramatic and beautiful, but I don’t do it
often.” Why? “It’s a little bit trendy and I like classic
design that transcends fads.” She likens classic to
owning a little black dress.“You spend a lot of money
on it but it lasts you a decade.”

A home’ interior design should also be changed
every ten years. “Have a foundation of good pieces
and have fun jazzing it up with beautiful accessories.”

As for the outdoors, Radovich waxes enthusiastic
about “so many amazing materials” such as “anodized
aluminum that looks like wood” and “beautiful teak
for an organic aesthetic”” Outside, where open spaces
are not confined by walls “you have to create your
own living spaces so you can be more creative.” She
creates boundaries with plantings, furniture and
draperies. “Pool houses are a big deal now” She has
been known to make outdoor spaces that “look like
the Beverly Hills Hotel” replete with black and white
stripes and hibiscus bushes aplenty. #




